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It’s all about you!

Ditching
the rules
to dance
free style
When Teresa Rushton

dashes off to dance prac-
tice on a Monday evening,

it is not strictly ballroom, the
latest craze of Latin, or even tap
dancing she is referring to – it is
molly dancing, a variety of dance
that dates back over 100 years.
King’s Cliffe resident Teresa has
been a member of Pig Dyke Molly
dancing group for three years.
Apart from weekly practice
sessions, the dancers display their
art at various events and festivals,
both within the UK and abroad.
They recently performed at the
Ashton World Conker Champi-
onships.
Teresa said: “I have always liked
dancing and had witnessed Pig
Dyke Molly performances at some
of the local folk festivals.
“I loved their distinctive outfits
and it always looked like great fun,
so I got talking to them and they
invited me along for a practice.
“The group were wonderfully
friendly and welcoming, and it
proved to be a great source of
exercise.”
Molly dancing is a type of country
dance that originated in the
Cambridgeshire Fens back in the
19th century.
People would dress up, disguise
themselves by wearing animal
heads and painting their faces,
and dance in the streets in mid-
winter to provide entertainment
in the hope of making some
money.
The custom, along with the molly
dancing, died out during the mid-
1930s.
Pig Dyke Molly, named after a
drainage ditch, was established as
a dancing group around the begin-
ning of the 1990s.

Previously a morris dance set,
they were looking for alternative
ways of making it more fun and
attractive and sought to re-
incarnate molly dancing and take
it into the 21st century.
Tony Forster, leader and founder
of Pig Dyke Molly said: “Many of
the first dances derived from the
original, simple country dances.
However, over the years we have
adapted them and even made up
some of our own.
“Molly is less traditional than
morris dancing and allows more
room for creativity.
“We have our own musicians and
our main aim is to make the danc-
ing fun and interesting to people of
all ages.”
Teresa added: “The weekly prac-
tices and the performance events
are great social occasions.
“When new dances are presented,
we are all encouraged to have
input so that everybody is happy
with the finished effect and after-
wards we go to the local pub for a
drink.
“Molly is great because it attracts
people of all ages from a wealth of
different backgrounds, which
makes for rich conversation.”
The black and white clothing and
make-up of Pig Dyke Molly has
become their trademark, setting
them apart from the crowd and
providing a very individual image.
Teresa said: “We buy materials
from charity shops and like to
make up our own costumes.
“It’s great because we can use our
imagination and be as creative as
we wish, as long as the outfits are
black and white.
“My long black hair means that I
am the only member of the group
who doesn’t need to wear a wig!”
■ For more information about Pig
Dyke Molly dancing go to
www.pigdyke.co.uk

Do you have an interesting hobby, collection or pastime? Write with a daytime phone number to Joni Ager, Features
Desk, Evening Telegraph, Ise Park, Rothwell Road, Kettering, NN16 8GA or email joni.ager@northantsnews.co.uk.
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All welcome
at walk
ST PETERS Church Christmas
services for Aldwincle and the seven
parishes in the care of Rev Jim
Mynors.

Carol services: Clopton December
16, 4.30 pm, Pilton 16th,6pm, Titch-
marsh 17th,7.30pm, Achurch 23rd,
4pm. Crib services: Aldwincle Decem-
ber 24, 4pm, Wadenhoe 24th, 2.30pm.
Midnight Communion: Stoke Doyle
December 24,11pm, Titchmarsh
11.30pm. Christmas Day Family
Communion at Achurch, 10am.

ERIC Bamford would welcome spon-
sors for the exterior lighting of St

eters church. For a suggested mini-
mum of £7 per week people can
remember loved ones or mark a
special occasion by making a dona-
tionh, and an acknowledgement is
published in the local newsletter, Pink
Sheet. Call Eric on 01832 720256.

THE Baptist Church’s Christmas
Services are: Tomorrow at.3pm,
Songs of Praise, December 16, 3pm,
Carol Service conducted by Dr Keith
Helliwell on Sunday, December
23,.3pm, Christmas Day service,
10.30am with Dr Keith Helliwell,
Sunday, December 30, 3pm Favourite
Carols with Dr Keith Helliwell.

Next Saturday in the village hall at
6.15pm, villagers are invited to a
Christmas sing-along with the Thrap-
ston Town Band.

THE annual Boxing Day walk led by
ohn Smith is open to all to meet at

the village hall at 10.30am.

Ladies have
floral demo

ARTON Seagrave Ladies Club met
last month and Sandra Naylor gave
an inspirational Christmas flower
demonstration of four arrangements,

varying in size and colour schemes,
all of which were entered in the
raffle.

President Megan Britten thanked
chairperson Val Goode for another
successful year and handed the chain
of office to new chairperson, Sandra
Gilbey. Gloria Smith was the only
new committee member.

The date of the next Barton
Seagrave Ladies Club meeting is
Thursday, December 20, at 7.30pm
when members will be entertained by
the Weldon handbell ringers and will
enjoy a festive meal.

An extra £1 will be added to the
usual price of £3 to cover the cost of
the food. New members are welcome.

New look for
village shop
BRIGSTOCK Co-op has re-opened
with a new look, after a £315,000
investment by Midlands Co-op in a

major refurbishment.
Work at The Village Store, which

has been in progress since August,
has included new fixtures and refrig-
eration cabinets. New lighting and
flooring and air conditioning have
been installed. There has also been
an extension to the warehouse and
cold room areas and staff facilities
have been upgraded.

To mark the occasion, Claire
Starmer and her team will be donat-
ing goods for the Brigstock Pre-
School Christmas party. Claire, who
has managed the store for two years
said: “We wanted to do something to
mark our new look and as a store
with strong community connections,
we thought that taking some Christ-
mas party items to the local play-
group would be perfect.”

Claire will visit the playgroup next
Wednesday at 10.30am to mark the
end of the store’s refurbishment
work. Customers will also be able to
take advantage of the extra opening
hours. From Monday, the store will be
open from 8am till 9pm seven days a
week.

BRIGSTOCK Historical Society
members enjoyed a very entertaining
evening at their latest meeting on
Wednesday, November 28, whenTom
Aldwinkle, his wife Rusty, and daugh-
ter Daisy, dressed in 17th century

costume demonstrated some aspects
of life in the Civil War period.

They brought with them armour,
weapons and many other artefacts as
exhibits, which created a great deal of
interest.Two members ofThe Sealed
Knot Society were present in the audi-
ence dressed as pikemen, which
added to the colourful atmosphere.

Tom concentrated mainly on mili-
tary matters, including the loading of
a matchlock musket, while his wife
demonstrated some of the crafts of
the period. Society chairman Alan
Godson thanked Mr Aldwinkle and his
family for an enjoyable talk which
gave a fascinating insight of life in
those times.

The next meeting of the society will
be on Wednesday at 7.30pm in the
upstairs room of the village hall.The
speaker will be Sally Wilks, who will
give a talk on the history of Brigstock
Latham’s school.

This will be followed by the Christ-
mas buffet and members are
requested to bring along some festive
food.

Members can also bring any books,
DVDs etc that they may wish to
contribute to the book sale planned
for next year.

A PARISH Eucharist will be cele-
brated at St Andrew’s Church, Brig-
stock, tomorrow at 9.30am.

THE morning service at Brigstock
United Reformed Church tomorrow at
10.30am will be conducted by Rev D
Redfern.

TRICIA’S Christmas Dance Night will
be held at Brigstock Village Hall on
Friday, December 21 from 8pm to
11.30pm with ballroom, old-time,
Latin and sequence dancing.

Entrance is £4 per person. Tea and
coffee will be available. Bring your
own food, drinks and glasses. Contact
Mrs Coleman on 01536 395041 or
Harry Winrow on 01536 373617 for
further details.

THE next meeting of Brigstock WI on
Tuesday at 7.30pm in the WI Hall will
be the Christmas party.

WEATHER Watchers is the title of
the 10-week course for the spring
term at Brigstock WEA.

The weather is a topic of never
ending interest for all of us and is
especially topical in this era of
climate change.

Tutor Ted Walmsley will describe
many aspects of the weather and
help to provide a greater understand-
ing of this fascinating subject. The
course begins on Thursday, January
10 in Brigstock Village Hall and each
session will be from 2pm to 3.30pm.

BRIGSTOCK
Please send your news to
Bill Simon, 4 Stanion Road,
Brigstock. E-mail
bis-simon@tiscali.co.uk
01536 373388.

BARTON
SEAGRAVE
Please send your news to
Mrs Mandy Pamplin,
4 Hilltop Avenue,
Barton Seagrave, Kettering.

ALDWINCLE
Please send your news to
Mr B T Lowe,
Bramble Cottage, Main
Street,Aldwincle.
01832 720671 email
btlowe@tiscali.co.uk
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■■ AT THE END OF
THE DAY –gulls swirl
in the sky as the
setting sun breaks
through the clouds
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“My long black hair
means that I am the
only member of the
group who doesn’t
need to wear a wig!”

■■ STRIKING – Pig Dyke Molly perform in
their distinctive black and white outfits.
Teresa Rushton is second right, bottom
row, and inset Top picture by Mandy Chasney


